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Letter from the Editor, 
Blake Mathis (Alabama) 
 
Wow, I have come to appreciate all that 
newsletter editors before me have done.  
Probably the hardest part if getting info 
from all the club members, it reminds me 
of pulling teeth.  Ha ha.  I want to remind 
you all this is your newsletter.  I want to 
put things in here that you want to see, 
things we all can learn from and experi-
ence you want to share.  So, below is a 
list of some ideas that you need to keep 
in mind while you carry on throughout 
your regular day, especially if flying is 
mixed in: 
 

• Any photos of you and your 
plane 

• Any neat places you have 
flown and maybe someone 
you met 

• Your family with the plane and 
a little about them 

• Kids experiencing flight 
• Maintenance issues you 
learned from 

• Safety issues/lessons learned 
• Upcoming fly-ins 
• Upcoming air shows 
• Neat history you learn about 
your plane 

Upcoming Events 
 
May 17, 2009– Mount Morris, IL– 
Grass field and good breakfast 
 

May 9, 2009 -So Cal.,Inyokern (IYK) 
Airport Wings and Wheels Open 
House-Planes/Cars/Motorcycles– 
visit their site     
www.inyokernairport.com/  

May 23, 2009 - Ranger, TX– F23-
Ranger Air Show and BBQ Fly-In. 
Contact: Jared Calvert 254-433-1267 

June 6, 2009 - North Carolina state 
wide Cessna 120-140 fly-in will be 
held at Rowan County Airport, lunch 
starts are 11am.  After lunch, there 
will be a fly-out to Concord Airport-
JQF, to visit Roush-Fenway Racing, 
the Nascar Sprint Cup series race 
team. 

June 20, 2009 - (77-T)-Kittie Hill Air-
port/Sillis Aviation Annual BBQ Fly-
In, Leander, Texas.  Noon until food 
is gone! Best BBQ you will ever have 
at an airport…. That’s the rumor. 

Keep your events 
coming in for the 
next newsletter!!! 
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For some reason these three words have sparked all kinds of emotions, debate, fear, dread 

and antagonisms  when they come up in the ever present “hangar talk” at airports around 

the country. 

 

Over the years I’ve been involved in several of these, “Ramp Check”.  I’ve witnessed quite 

a few more and had an opportunity to talk with numerous folks who have had first hand ex-

perience with them. 

 

Hopefully in this short article I can clear up a few misconceptions and also help you to pre-

pare for one should you ever find yourself in the position of stepping out of your aircraft at 

some airport to be met by someone holding an official Federal Government badge and ask-

ing to “talk to you”. 

 

At my current job and the previous 3 places of employment I’ve worked for Part 135, 141 

& 145 operations and meeting with the FAA personnel  is a regular occurrence.  The point 

I’m trying to make is that I view them (the FAA) as people who are doing their job and not 

the “bogeyman”. 

 

With that in mind, here are some observations, noted facts and recommendations to help 

your Ramp Check go smoothly (hopefully) if it ever happens to you. 

 

These days the FAA inspectors tend to be much more polite (than my first experiences 20+ 

years ago), “Hello,  I’m Inspector Smith from the local FSDO, sorry to inconvenience you, 

but I’d like to look at your aircraft for a few minutes, this won’t take long”, is a typical 

opening line.  By and large they look over your paperwork, take a cursory physical look at 

the aircraft.  Inspect your Airmen's Certificate and your medical.  Ask you a few questions 

about operating the aircraft and you’re on your way. 

 

I’ve read over and over that “The FAA cannot hold you up and that if you tell them that,  ‘I 

have to go now’ they must let you go”.  This may be, I doubt it, but it may be.  I do know 

this.  That the guys who work for a living flying airplanes don’t use this “trick”,  (unless 

they are Aeromed or something….) and a GA pilot better have a good excuse before trying 

such a stunt. 

 

Simply put, a Ramp Check  is similar to being stopped by a policeman on the highway with 

the main  difference that the FAA probably didn’t have the radar gun on you (unless you 

landed in 1/2 mile vis and 800 foot ceiling in an aircraft without an artificial horizon and a 

few other necessary pieces of equipment).  They are simply “checking aircraft.”  A require-

ment of their facility to “check” so many aircraft per quarter, month or some other form of 

measurement. 

The Ramp Check 
By: Victor Grahn 

Cessna 120/140 Association Technical Advisor 
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In dealing with FAA personnel, I’d like to offer the following suggestion; 

 a good attitude goes a long way, and it certainly holds true here.  Don’t offer info, but if 

you provide blocks or impediments then the FAA person may likely get suspicious or find 

someway to override your “block”.  I’ve never had an issue, and there is no reason for you 

to either.  If you cop and attitude then the FAA can cop a much larger attitude. Be polite, 

the same as you would expect if the shoe was on the other foot so to speak. 

 

 

Have your paperwork in order. Both your own personal licenses and the aircraft items.  The 

old “ARROW” is certainly going to come into play here.  (now shortened to AROW with-

out the Radio Registration, unless you find yourself operating internationally)  What this 

means in addition to having your;  Airworthiness, Registration,  Operations handbook (in 

our case that really huge 1 or 2 page piece of paper) and Weight and Balance at the ready 

where you can present them  for inspection. 

 

A few tips on this.   Make darn sure you have the same “N” number on both the Airworthi-

ness and the Registration as on the side of the airplane.  It is NOT un-common to have had 

the N number changed in the past for whatever reason.  It is also not un-common for some-

one to forget to correct BOTH (or either) the Registration and the Airworthiness certificate 

after lets say a paint job and N number change to the new N number.  I guarantee you, the 

FAA will look at both of these pieces of paper.  While it is not mandatory that they be in the 

aircraft when it is being anualled, it is mandatory to have them in the aircraft while it is be-

ing operated. 

 

There has been much debate on the Website and I’ve written an article in a past Newsletter 

about the Flight manual.  (the “O” in ARROW)  Basically our aircraft as manufactured had 

a simple one or two page sheet. That and the placards in the aircraft are the Flight manual.  

The handy, dandy “Operators handbook” that you buy at Oshkosh, or order online isn’t the 

“approved Flight manual”.   A sharp inspector will know this.  It certainly doesn’t hurt to 

have the “Operators handbook”.  It does contain much useful info, but it isn’t the Legal 

flight manual. 

 

Weight and Balance.  Self explanatory.  Have the current copy with you.  It wouldn’t hurt to 

have a loading sheet as well to show the FAA person that you are within CG limits, espe-

cially if two of you hop out and your fuel tanks are full and you pull out all your camping 

gear.  (well, maybe in this case you don’t want the loading sheet………….chuckle) 

 

This covers the basic paperwork.   A couple of things you should know (because the FAA 

knows this and ignorance of the law is no excuse………) and that is that any flight manual 

supplements need to be in the aircraft.  Such as;   Lets say you have the auto fuel STC from 

the EAA.  The supplement needs to be in the aircraft if you have the stickers by the fuel 

caps.  Or, if you have a non standard engine installed, such as the 0-200, then that flight 

manual supplement (from the STC) needs to be in the aircraft.  Or if your brand new, handy 

dandy multi-cylinder EGT has a “flight manual supplement”, it better be in your paperwork 

as well. 

The Ramp Check “Cont” 
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Another “gotcha” is the equipment list.   Many times the Weight and Balance includes this 

info.  Assuming you have “all” the Weight and Balance sheets, not just the current one.   I 

keep a copy of all the Weight and balance sheets.  This chronographically lists all the parts 

on the aircraft that it “didn’t come with when new”.  A FAA inspector can and may ask for 

your equipment list. 

 

The State registration sticker means almost nothing to the FAA, I’ve never seen them pay 

any attention to it. 

 

Other things they look for, the little things. 

 

Repeatedly I’ve seen them inspect for the magnetic compass correction card.   A simple 

thing, but, is it there? And is it legible? 

 

Readable fuel quantity stickers by the fuel caps?   Type of fuel and quantity? 

 

I’ve even seen them look inside the fuel tank to see if the chain is attached to the fuel cap in 

the Cessna line that had them originally. 

 

Obvious things such as dripping oil and fuel stains, safety of flight items as you will. 

 

Damage, cracks, loose panels, almost flat tires etc.  (Now is a real bad time to taxi in drag-

ging your tow bar you forgot to remove when you left.   Don’t laugh,  I’ve seen this …… 

twice that I can recall, which sparked the Ramp Check in the first place) 

 

Oddly enough, they spend little time looking at the mechanical condition of the aircraft.  

The old adage, “if it looks good, it must be good” really seems to hold true here.  If on the 

other hand you have an airplane that doesn’t look like it’s had two good annuals in the last 

20 years, you may attract undue attention. 

 

This is pretty much it.  Everyone who has gone through this exercise has a slightly different 

story to tell, but in my exposure, most of the Ramp Checks have followed this scenario.  If 

there is anything I can stress it is to have a good attitude.  If they do find something, listen 

attentively and if it requires correction, say “I didn’t know that and I’ll take care of it right 

away”. (or something similar) 

 

If I’ve missed something here that you’ve experienced, by all means write, email or call and 

we’ll let everyone else know about it. 

 

 

 

A special thanks for this article, which was provided by Victor Grahn 

 The Ramp Check “Cont” 
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A Special offer from 

Mort and Sharon Brown to Association Members 

Mort Brown was the chief test pilot for Cessna during the production of Cessna 120/140's.  
He has a collection of interesting information including logbook entries of the 120/140's he test 
flew at the factory. He has put much of the information in CD format and would like to share it 

with you. Perhaps you will see the original logbook entry of your aircraft's test flight. 

Send your Name, Address, Aircraft Registration Number (when new) with $3.00 for shipping and 
Mort and Sharon will provide you with a CD full of information and photos. 
Mort enjoys hearing about your aircraft and seeing current photos. 

Mail to: Mort and Sharon Brown  
905 North Mission Road 
Wichita, Kansas 67206 

 

 

Reminders Before Takeoff 
-Always check fuel 

-Always check fuel valve 
-Re-check wind 
-Test Brakes 

-USE A CHECK LIST 
Happy Flying! 

FOR SALE 
Starter for C-90 140 
Good when taken out 
Upgraded to new starter 
Price $350 + shipping 
Contact Leo Pettey  

for info 

Newww Yooork City? 
That’s right, the pictures below are of club member, Joe Prato’s  

recent trip, in a flight of eight, down the Hudson River’s VFR corrdor.   
Although the group did not cause F-22 to be scrambles, I’m sure 
eight blips on the radar screen made someone alert their supervisor.  
Actually, the trip as arranged with TSA, all went well.  Let Blake 
Mathis know if you take neat trip and he will share with the club via 
the newsletter. 

Statue of Liberty 

Manhattan 
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 MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Check the website and upcoming newsletters for 
the most up-to-date info on the convention. 
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About 3 years ago I broke down and bought another Cessna 

120. I got a phone call from a man in Ohio asking 

me what I thought his 120 was worth. As the retired Associa-

tion Maintenance Advisor this was not unusual and I pretty 

much had a standard reply. This time though I told him when 

he decided on a price to let me know. I was looking for 

something to fly. He told me to make him an offer. 

     About a week later Carol and I were flying down to Cin-

cinnati. The airplane was in sad shape, and I have looked at a 

lot of 120/140s. At least one cylinder was bad, brakes were 

cracked, both elevator spars were cracked, both the elevator 

and rudder cables were frayed, 46 top cowl/47 bottom, etc. 

But it had a few things going for it, the instrument panel was 

perfect, no holes that weren’t supposed to be there, and there 

were no back windows. There was corrosion, but not ex-

tremely bad. To make a long story short, I bought it. It took a 

week of work (by 3 of us – I called in some favors) and a lot 

of parts from the PROJECT 120 to make it safe and legal. 

     I call it my “50 footer” because from that distance it looks 

like a pretty good airplane. Every year I try to do something 

to improve it. Last year the back floor panels came up and 

the skin got a good cleaning and the pulleys and cables were 

cleaned. This year it was time for the front floorboards to 

come up. 

     When we initially worked on the plane mouse nests were 

found and I knew there were more under the front floor-

boards. It was so hard to get in there to clean I was sure we 

didn’t get it all. 

Floor Panel Modification 
By: Bill Rhodes 
This article is from 2006, but was asked about by a 

couple of member, so I am adding it.-Editor 

   Figure 1 shows a mock up of the floorboards. Note the 

small openings at the gearbox bulkhead. 

   Figure 2 shows the 8”X3” inspection panels I made in 

the boards. This would give me more than enough access 

for cleaning and inspection. About halfway through this 

project I decided the cut about 3” from the forward end 

of the boards.   Figure 3 shows the forward end I cut off. 

This part is removable and allows for easy cleaning under 

the rudder pedals. Figure 4 is the aft board that is riveted 

back in place. You can see part of the inspection panel. 

This was one of the few times I modified my plane 

1 

before talking to the FAA. I took a chance that there 

wasn’t going to be a problem with the MSP FSDO. The 

337 went through without a hitch. 

     Just a couple of final notes. I held my breath when I 

pulled the floorboards. I knew there would be mouse 

nests and probably corrosion, but it would also be the 

first time I had a good look at the forward gearbox 

bulkhead. I was happy to find no cracks in the lower 

flanges and the corrosion was not as bad as I thought it 

would be. Bill Rhoades 

2 

3 

4 
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Special for Cessna 120/140 Club MembersSpecial for Cessna 120/140 Club MembersSpecial for Cessna 120/140 Club Members   
Going to Oshkosh?  Need to book travel? 

We can get you there! 
Call club members David Knies & Blake (In Alabama) 

for any or all of your travel needs. 

Advantage Travel..15 years of expert travel experience. 

+The Best In the Biz+24/7 Service+ 

Beach trips, cruises, Disney or business! 

Weather got you trapped in your plane? 

We’ll get you a hotel, rental car or airline ticket. 

Dicounts for Club Members 

Advantage Travel—800-699-9230 

David@TravelHSV.com 

 

Two in a row….. 
 
At the 2008 convention in  Dayton. 
Ohio, two planes meet up that has  
once shared floor space the Cessna 
factory side by side.  Notice the tail 
numbers to the left, N2814N and 
N2815N, just one digit off.  The serial 
numbers are also one digit apart.  
These two 120’s came off the  
assembly line in 1947 and are still  
flying today.  Current proud owners, 
Victor Grahn (14N) and John and 
Kristen Scialabba (15N), posed for a 
quick photo with their birds side-by-
side, once again, 61 years after  
leaving Cessna.  John and Kristen 
were attending a convention for the 
first time. Keep em Flying! 
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Make your reservations early! 
 
Why do we ask you to make your reser-
vations early for the Conventions?  Sev-
eral reasons come to mind. 
 
We want to get a feeling for how many 
folks are planning on attending the Con-
vention, and it allows us to give tentative 
head counts for the dinners and plan on 
how many lunches will be required. 
 
This year gave us one more reason to 
reserve rooms early…  Mother Nature. 
 
As you all know, Hurricane Ike came 
roaring through Ohio just a few weeks 
before our Convention in Dayton.  The 
electricity was restored to the airport on 
the Monday before the Convention 
started and the wireless internet came 
back on sometime during the week.  The 
power in some areas of the city was still 
off during the convention, and all of the 
extra rooms were taken up by both city 
residents who still had no power and tran-
sient crews that came in from all over to 
help the city get going again. 
 
The result was that the hotel was full, and 
last minute rooms were not to be had.  If 
you think you are going to be able to 
make it to the convention next year, re-
serve your rooms early! 
 
Be sure to look at your schedule and plan 
your trip in advance.  Make that call to the 
hotel to book your room.   The most up to 
date info can be found on the club web-
site. 
 

See you in Gulf Shores, 
Alabama in 2009! 

Don’t Forget October 

Officer Elections: 
Please keep in mind that several 

officer positions will be need to be 

filled at the convention at Alabama. 
President 

Merchandise Coordinator 
State Rep Coordinator   

Online Store 
Free Shipping 

 
The online store is now featuring free, that is right, 

FREE shipping on all items in the store. 
It is the goal of the store to keep prices low while 
maintaining high quality. The best way to keep the 
cost to our members down is to eliminate  

the shipping.  
 

This offer will last until we can get a feel for 
the impact of absorbing the shipping.  

Buy now and save. 
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Hey everyone!  
I just thought I'd share some photos of my week stay at the Owyhee Hilton at Owyhee 
State (28U) in Eastern Oregon. We left on Wednesday and I came back yesterday. We 
had beautiful weather and it did storm on us Saturday evening and night but was clear 
for departure in the morning.  If you ever get the chance to stop there it is a great place 
to visit, (don't forget to sign the log book!) the fishing is awesome for crappie. I think we 
filled 5 5gal buckets and still could have caught more! A total of 16 airplanes showed 
up most were Piper products but we did have 2 C-140s there. A 3rd was supposed to 
show but he never made it.  It was a great get away and a good way to avoid the traf-
fic. (It doesn't have any land access unless you are a skilled atv rider)  
Anyway enjoy!  Cheers!  Tim  

Tim Mix takes a Memorial Day trip to remember.  
(Tim posted this on the club website May 25-be sure to visit the website often) 
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Panel 
Layouts 
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www.cessna120-140.org 
 

Is THE official website of the International Cessna 120/140 Association.  www.cessna120-140.org offers club 
information, Officer and State Rep contacts, membership information, a guestbook, merchandise and club cal-
endar.  The discussion Form is a favorite place to communicate with members.  The photo album is available to 
show off your “baby”.  You can update your contact and aircraft information in the Members Only section as well 
as join or renew your membership and purchase club merchandise from our online store.  There are links to 
member sites, printable membership applications and merchandise order forms and much more.  Stop by and 
sign in!  

NEWSLETTER 

ADVERTISING RATES 

 
Full Page 

 1 Issue     3 Issues     7 Issues 

$140.00     $135.00    $128.00/issue 

1/2 Page 

 $78.00          $75.00          $72.00 

1/4 Page 

 $48.00           $43.00     $40.00 

1/6 Page 

 $39.00         $35.00           $32.00 

1/8 Page 

 $30.00          $27.00          $24.00 

1/10 Page 

 $26.00          $23.00          $20.00 

1/16 Page 

 $18.00          $15.00          $10.00 

Our Website 
www.cessna120-140.org 

 
Our website is located at www.cessna120-140.org  Our website Committee is staffed by the following members: 

 
John von Linsowe  -  ”Chairman”   810-797-5660 N2165V@aol.com 
Matt Lahti  -  Moderator    248-762-1836 eight8november@yahoo.com 
Mike Smith  -  Moderator    850-871-1082 mspcfi@juno.com 
Victor Grahn  -  Technical & maintenance Advisor 616-846-9363 zenyamaero@netzero.com 
Yvonne Macario  -  Webmaster   610-310-1313 macario@prodigy.net 
 

We invite everyone to explore the website as a wealth of information can be found at your fingertips 
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Disclaimer… 
This newsletter is for educational and informational pur-
poses only.  Readers are reminded that Federal Air Regula-
tions Part 91 places primary responsibility for ensuring the 
airworthy condition of the aircraft on the owner or opera-
tor.  Any person who maintains, modifies, or otherwise 
changes an aircraft must do so in accordance with manu-
facturer’s recommendations and all applicable FAA regula-
tions. 

Application for MembershipApplication for MembershipApplication for MembershipApplication for Membership    
International Cessna 120/140 AssociationInternational Cessna 120/140 AssociationInternational Cessna 120/140 AssociationInternational Cessna 120/140 Association    
9015 E. Coleman Rd., Coleman, MI 48618 

 
Your Name         Phone No.  (       )                         . 
Street or Box No.              Email:            . 
City             State   Zip            . 
A/C Info:  Model:  S/N   N   Year  Engine          . 
 
Your Prime interests in joining:   Maintenance  Engine Mods         Parts            Fly-Ins 
  Other (please specify)             . 

ANNUAL DUES  -  $25.00* (U.S. Currency)  -  Overseas Members add $10 for postage (total $35) 
*Family Membership add $5.00 

C-85 Carburetor STC 
David Lowe  -  270-736-9051 
Continental O-200 120/140 

Gary Rice 
Continental O-200 120/140/140A 
Randy Thompson  -  530-357-5440 

Alternator Installation 
Fred Lagno  -  410-827-7896 

Cessna 150 exhaust 
Walt Thomas  -  410-544-7670 
Shoulder Harness Installation 
Jack Hooker  -  815-233-5478 

Vortex Generators 
Cub Crafters  -  887-484-7865, Ext. 209 

Cowl Fasteners 
Dip Davis  -  815-568-6811 
Wing Fabric Attach Rivets 
Dip Davis—815-568-6811 

Leading Edge Landing Light 
John Nichols  -  845-583-5830 

 

█ Active STC’s █  
Stop Gap Measure 

 

Stop the gap in your cowl ! 
Replace those expensive, worn Cessna 
cowl latches with our STC’d units.  No 
butchery required.  Return to stock any 
time you want your headache back.  
Complete shipset costs less than one 
factory latch.  Available with Phillips head 

or “wing” type camlocs. 
 

W.D. “Dip” Davis, 
411 Pawnee Trail, Marengo, IL 60152 

(815) 568-6811 
BirdDr@mc.net 
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 International Cessna 
120/140 Association 
9015 E. Coleman, Coleman, MI 48618 
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Published monthly by Joy Warren, 6151 Hickory 
Meadows Dr., White Lake, MI 48383.  Subscription 
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34nd Annual Convention—International Cessna 120/140 Association 

Mobile Bay, Gulf Shores 

Alabama 

2009 
 

Jack Edwards Airport, KLKA 
October 14-18, 2009  -  Gulf Shores, Alabama 

Got Newsletter Ideas? 
Email or call Blake Mathis to let him 

know if you have any ideas, articles or 
photos for the club newsletter. 

BlakeMathis@yahoo.com 
256-479-1000 

Are you reading this in Black and White?   
Go to the Website and download or view this newsletter in FULL COLOR.  

It is in the Members Only Section! 


